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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 13 September 2011 at 7.00 pm  

 

Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, J Fletcher, R Hudson, and S Jackson. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Cllr Mrs Moorhouse and 16 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – The Police and Mrs Turnbull 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda  

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Play Area  

  In Mrs Turnbull’s absence the Clerk advised that Mrs Turnbull had approached the Parish Council about being 

involved with future developments for the Play Area, she and a friend were very keen to be involved and had set up a 

“facebook” page, this had received 56 “hits” in less than two weeks.   The Clerk put four questions sent my Mrs 

Turnbull to the Parish Council these related to the Cemetery extension, what this meant to the Play Area and 

Community involvement in the Play Area development.   Cllr Fletcher suggested that it would be possible to keep the 

Play Area in its present location by reducing its size by about half to accommodate the extension for the Cemetery.   

Cllr Mrs Brown and Cllr Jackson agreed with this statement; Cllr Jackson added that the Cemetery Superintendent 

had stated if this area was used for a Cemetery extension it would last between 20 and 25 years.   The Parish Council 

welcomed Mrs Turnbull’s interest and agreed to invite her to be involved at the appropriate time after a decision 

regarding the future of both the Cemetery and Play Area were made. 

 

3.2 Great Ayton Cricket & Football Club Lease 

In Mr Thorogood’s absence the Parish Council elected to invite him to an informal discussion with the Parish Council; 

it was noted that no decisions could be made at such a meeting these would have to discussed and agreed at a 

future Parish Council Meeting. 

  

3.3 Keep It Public (KIP) – Library Activity Update 

 Alison Jarvis spoke about the Report sent from KIP to all Parish Councillors.   This Report had also been given to 

NYCC.   It was stated that KIP believed they had uncovered items that proved NYCC’s Consultation Process was 

flawed and looked to the Parish Council to support them in relation to these claims.    

 

 Cllr Mrs Moorhouse confirmed that the Officers in NYCC were looking into the Report and claims.   The Leader of 

NYCC had supported KIP by agreeing to refer their Report to the Executive Meeting in November. 

 

Cllr Kirk stated that the Parish Council would like to see KIP and SaveGreatAytonLibrary Group (SGALG) working more 

closely together.   It was noted that comments from Councillors in NYCC indicated they felt there appeared to be a 

division.   Cllr Fletcher added the Parish Council, KIP and SGALG were all working to the same aim, to keep the Library 

open and should work together.   Alison Jarvis confirmed she wanted to see the two Groups working together and 

was working towards this. 

 

3.4 Library Statement 

 Jennifer Roberts presented the Chairman with a hard copy of the personal statement she read out about the Library; 

this was received into Council records.   Cllr Kirk reiterated that he would like to see the two Groups working 

together.   Jennifer Roberts confirmed that she had instigated a meeting the previous evening between a few 

members of each Group; Irene MacDonald confirmed this had been amicable and the basic aims of the Groups were 

the same. 

 

3.5 Other Public Statements 

 Mr Burt requested that the Parish Council put large Bye-Law notices in visible places on the High Green.   The Parish 

Council agreed to put up more notices and ensure these were weather proof. 

 

 Mr Burt also brought to the Parish Council’s attention that litter around the High Green had increased, especially on 

Friday evenings in the summer.  One additional bin had been put in place after the Fish and Chip Shop had first 

opened but this appeared to still be insufficient for the demands; Mark Johnson from the Fish and Chip Shop agreed 

he felt an additional bin was required and confirmed he does try and tidy up excess over flow on an evening.   The 

Clerk was asked to approach Hambleton District Council about the matter; in the meantime Cllr Kirk agreed the 

situation would be monitored. 
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 A Resident confirmed that a recent meeting concerning anti social behaviour had proved useful and the support from 

the Parish Council, Police and other Authorities was welcomed.   A Residents Group and Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme were being set up; the Residents had also agreed to report incidents and make statements.    

 

 David Brook thanked the Parish Council for acting quickly with regards to the tree that had blown over on the High 

Green. 

 

 Mark Johnson advised the Parish Council that he intended to clear out the trees and shrubs at 85 High Street next to 

the Village Hall and at some stage would erect a new fence.  The Parish Council confirmed they were happy with this. 

 

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 16 August 2011 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1 The Statistics for August were received and reviewed, it was noted that crimes and incidents were both higher than 

last year but the information did not help understanding of what was behind the numbers.   Cllr Mrs Moorhouse 

stated that other Parish Councils were also not happy and she was going to explore with the Police how these could 

be better presented.   The Parish Council agreed to support this approach. 

 

5.2 The Clerk advised that the Police had increased their patrols in relation to anti social behaviour and the Allotment 

Break Ins.   The Police welcomed any reports or assistance from Allotment Holders concerning the thefts. 

 

5.3 The Clerk read out a statement from the Police concerning changes at the Stokesley Station.  It was noted that Sgt 

Simon Wilson was now working full time at the Station.   PCSO Jason Lloyd had transferred to Northallerton and 

PCSO Angie Preston was the new Great Ayton PCSO. 

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.    

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall –   Minute continued. 

7.2 S106 Projects – Minute continued. 

 

8. Planning Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

    

12. Councillors’ Report 

12.1 Cllr Mrs Brown stated that the garden at 3 Captain Cook’s Way was very untidy.  The Clerk was asked to advise 

Broadacres. 

12.2 Cllr Mrs Brown and Cllr Mrs Greenwell both advised that they had received reports about excess vehicles parked in 

Linden Grove, some without licences.   These have been reported to the Police and Broadacres who are dealing with 

the issues depending upon the location of said vehicles. 

 12.3 Cllr Jackson reported that he had received a complaint about the a Scots Pine tree in the Cemetery, two of the 

branches were over hanging very low to the ground and their joints appeared to be damage. The tree in general is 

not in a good state and advice should be sort.  It was agreed that the Tree Surgeon working on other Cemetery Trees 

should be approached for guidance and if the costs were not too high request the two limbs be removed whilst he 

was on site. 

 12.4 Cllr Mrs Greenwell stated many people had asked if the Tree on the High Green would be replaced.   It was agreed to 

do this and link to the Queens Diamond Jubilee in 2012 with a Ceremony next year.   The Clerk was asked to seek 

advice from the Tree Surgeon. 

12.4 Cllr Fletcher requested that the Clerk arrange for the roots of the Lime Tree to be removed.    

12.6 Cllr Fletcher stated that two Residents had assisted with watering the plants during the absence of the Caretaker of 

Public Conveniences; the Clerk was instructed to write and thank the Residents for their assistance. 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 11 October 2011 in the Children’s Room at the Friends Meeting House. 
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